
Editing – the secret of success



Writing is a messy process



Pamela Druckerman

“A large part of the creative process is 
tolerating the gap between the glorious 
image you had in your mind, and the 

sad thing you’ve just made.”



Next comes...
revision... editing...



Example:
Physical Review FOCUS edit



Editing exercise

Distant dwarf planet near Pluto has a ring that no one 

expected

A ring has been found around Haumea, a world more than 2 billion 

kilometres beyond Pluto. The ring is the most distant ever seen in 

our solar system. “This is a landmark discovery and these are non-

trivial observations to make during the stellar occultation of a trans-

Neptunian dwarf planet,” says Alan Stern at the Southwest 

Research Institute in Boulder, Colorado. “It’s very exciting.”

Until very recently, only for giant planets such as Saturn had 

astronomical scientists been able to positively and conclusively 

identify encircling rings made of various substances. In 2013, 

however, astronomers found two rings around Chariklo, an odd 

little stony rock about 250 kilometres across inhabiting the 

interstellar medium in the vast space between the orbits of Saturn 

and Uranus. Chiron, one of Chariklo’s neighbours, may also have 

a ring.

Now, working as an international consortium and ...



Things to look for:

- unnecessary or unimportant details
- jargon or overly technical language
- poor, passive or convoluted sentences
- sentences that are too long

You're the editor and this text 
(592 words) is too long

You need to lose 200 words!!!!



Editing exercise: paragraph 1

Your version (with differences shown)

A ring has been found around Haumea, a world more than 2 billion 

kilometres beyond Pluto. The ring is the most distant ever seen in 

our solar system. “This is a landmark discovery and these are non-

trivial observations to make during the stellar occultation of a trans-

Neptunian dwarf planet,” says Alan Stern at the Southwest 

Research Institute in Boulder, Colorado. “It’s very exciting.”

Underlined text = was not in the original article



Editing exercise: paragraph 1

Original

A ring has been found around Haumea, a world more than 2 billion 

kilometres beyond Pluto. The ring is the most distant ever seen in 

our solar system. “This is a landmark discovery,” says Alan Stern 

at the Southwest Research Institute in Boulder, Colorado. “It’s very 

exciting.”



Editing exercise: paragraph 2

Your version (with differences shown)

Until very recently, [the] only for [known rings circled] giant 

planets such as Saturn had astronomical scientists been able to 

positively and conclusively identify encircling rings made of various 

substances. In 2013, however, astronomers found two rings 

around Chariklo, an odd little stony rock about 250 kilometres 

across inhabiting the interstellar medium in the vast space

between the orbits of Saturn and Uranus. Chiron, one of Chariklo’s 

neighbours, may also have a ring.

Underlined text = was not in the original article

[Italic bracketed text] = not in yours, but in the original



Editing exercise: paragraph 2

Original

Until recently, the only known rings circled giant planets such as 

Saturn. In 2013, however, astronomers found two rings around 

Chariklo, an odd little rock about 250 kilometres across between 

the orbits of Saturn and Uranus. Chiron, one of Chariklo’s 

neighbours, may also have a ring.



Editing exercise: paragraph 3
Your version (with differences shown)

Now, working as an international consortium and employing some 

of the most advanced telescopic methods and knowledge on the 

complex gravitational interactions of small planet-like objects with 

surrounding materials, astronomers have found a ring beyond 

Neptune. Two young research scientists named José-Luis Ortiz 

and Pablo Santos-Sanz at the Institute of Astrophysics of 

Andalusia in Granada, Spain, and their colleagues, watched the 

dwarf planet Haumea pass in front of a dim red star in the 

constellation Boötes on 21 January this year. The eclipse was 

tracked from afar by a sum [a] total of 12 telescopes placed in situ 

in various locations in six European countries [tracked the 

eclipse]. [The duration of the eclipse revealed] The full physical 

characterization of Haumea’s size and shape could later be 

inferred from detailed calculations using only information on the 

duration of the eclipse. But before and after it moved completely in 

front of the star, a ring around Haumea’s equator intercepted and 

occluded [blocked] a portion some of the starlight. 



Editing exercise: paragraph 3

Original

Now, astronomers have found a ring beyond Neptune. José-Luis 

Ortiz and Pablo Santos-Sanz at the Institute of Astrophysics of 

Andalusia in Granada, Spain, and their colleagues, watched the 

dwarf planet Haumea pass in front of a dim red star in the 

constellation Boötes on 21 January this year. A total of 12 

telescopes in six European countries tracked the eclipse. The 

duration of the eclipse revealed Haumea’s size and shape. But 

before and after it moved completely in front of the star, a ring 

around Haumea’s equator blocked some of the starlight. 



Editing exercise: paragraph 4

Your version (differences shown)

“It was really an amazing surprise,” says Santos-Sanz. The ring is 

70 kilometres wide and about 2290 kilometres from Haumea’s 

centre.

Original 

“It was really an amazing surprise,” says Santos-Sanz. The ring is 

70 kilometres wide and about 2290 kilometres from Haumea’s 

centre.



Editing exercise: paragraph 5 and 6

Your version (differences shown)

The research was funded in part by a generous ten year grant, No. 

314-562A, from the U.S. National Science Foundation.

“It's significant that the ring is co-planar with Haumea’s equator 

and the orbit of its satellite Hi’iaka,” says astronomer Dominic 

Astronome of the University of Abergavenny in Wales. “Moreover, 

the radius of the ring places it close to the 3:1 mean-motion 

resonance with Haumea’s spin period. Clearly, the object is not a 

homogeneous body in hydrostatic equilibrium.”

Original

[nothing at all]



Editing exercise: paragraph 7

Your version (with differences shown)

Haumea's many odd properties could possibly [may] provide a 

spare few and partial clues on how it came to have a ring in the 

first place, says William McKinnon at Washington University in St 

Louis, Missouri. The far-off world is shaped like an egg, due to its 

superfast whirlwind rotation. In fact, Haumea manages to entirely

complete[s] a full spin every 3 hours and 55 minutes, whereas the 

dwarf planet Pluto, which is almost perfectly round, rotates every 

6.4 Earth days. Every 24 hours, to put it in other and more familiar 

terms, a resident on Haumea’s equator would see six sunrises and 

six sunsets, while floating on the surface in near zero gravity. It 

also has two small moons.



Editing exercise: paragraph 7

Original

Haumea's many odd properties may provide clues on how it came 

to have a ring in the first place, says William McKinnon at 

Washington University in St Louis, Missouri. The far-off world is 

shaped like an egg, due to its whirlwind rotation. Haumea 

completes a full spin every 3 hours and 55 minutes, whereas the 

dwarf planet Pluto, which is almost perfectly round, rotates every 

6.4 Earth days. Every 24 hours, a resident on Haumea’s equator 

would see six sunrises and six sunsets. It also has two small 

moons.



Editing exercise: paragraph 8

Your version (with differences shown)

That links exist between all these traits is strongly suspected by

McKinnon [suspects that all these traits are linked]. He thinks a 

large object may have wandered into the vicinity of the Solar 

System and hit Haumea, causing it to spin and eject debris that 

created both the ring and the moons. This impact would also 

explain another phenomenon: several other bodies travel on 

almost the same path around the sun as Haumea and share its 

composition, having water ice on their surfaces. They could all 

have been born during the same initial smash-up.



Editing exercise: paragraph 8

Original

McKinnon suspects that all these traits are linked. He thinks a 

large object may have hit Haumea, causing it to spin and eject 

debris that created both the ring and the moons. This impact would 

also explain another phenomenon: several other bodies travel on 

almost the same path around the sun as Haumea and share its 

composition, having water ice on their surfaces. They could all 

have been born during the same initial smash-up.



Your version: 592 words
Original: 370 words


